Grade 5
ELA Test # 1
December 17th, 2013
Directions

In this part of the test, you are going to do some reading. Then you will answer questions about what you have read.

Tips for taking the test

Here are some suggestions to help you do your best:

• Be sure to read carefully all the directions in the test book.

• Plan your time.

• Read each question carefully and think about the answer before choosing or writing your response.
Name __________________
Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.
Follow in My Footsteps 

1
“Father, wake up,” Oldest Son called to the older man repeatedly. Father opened his eye and sat up a bit. “Eat, Father. I have food.” The man reached for the leather pouch his son placed before him. But his eagerness changed to disappointment when he looked inside. 

2
“Lemmings! Was that all you could find?”

3
The boy’s face fell. “Without my uncles, cousins, and you, I can’t go after the big animals.” 

4
In the past, when food was plentiful, there were twenty families in the tribe. Together they followed the animal herds. That was their way of life. They hunted mastodons, long-faced bears, scimitar cats, and saiga antelopes. The men threw their spears with skill. They used a weapon called an atlatl. Now since there was little food to hunt, they had split into smaller family groups. It was a little easier to survive this way.

5
Now the son was almost grown and had recently joined a few hunts with the tribe. The hunters worked together in their icy, snowy surroundings to catch animals to eat. Sometimes they caught large prey like woolly mammoths, wild horses, or bison. There was feasting and food for weeks after each hunt. 

6
In recent years, herds had become very scarce. Oldest Son’s mother and younger brothers gathered berries and fished a bit, but hunger was a way of life. And now, Father was too weak to hunt. 

7
“Son,” Father said, after the lemmings had been cooked and eaten. “We are in danger of starving. You have seen what I do on the hunt. Follow in my footsteps. Only you’ll have to hunt alone. I cannot help you, my son.” 

8
The next morning, Oldest Son stood outside the cave with the atlatl. He grasped the hunting tool firmly in his hand. He had a tiny pouch of dried meat, extra spear points, and flint for making fire. He wore his warm wrapper and moccasins made of bison hide. Oldest Son sniffed the air and decided that he might find something worth hunting if he headed east. He strode off quickly, thinking of the beasts he could catch. He hoped it would take his mind off the aching empty feeling in his stomach. 

Go On 
9
As he walked, he noticed new smells in the air- strong, sweet smells. He climbed a hill. When he reached the top, he looked at the land spread out below.

10
Before him was a meadow. There was grass, velvety green moss, and brightly colored wildflowers. Something else was different, too. There was no ice. He had reached the tundra. 

11
At first, Oldest Son sat and observed the new world that lay before him. The animals impressed him the most. He saw saiga antelopes, a herd of bison, and woolly mammoths grazing on the land.

12
One antelope straggled far behind the herd. It was limping, an easy mark for a predator. Oldest Son got ready. He skillfully hurled the atlatl and brought the animal down. 

13
He ate some of the dried meat from his pouch to renew his strength. Then he strode happily back to the family with the antelope draped around his neck. Back at the cave, Father smiled and struggled to his feet as his son placed the dead antelope on the ground.

14
“We will eat until we are full, thanks to you,” Father said.

15
Oldest son replied, “Father, get back your strength. Then we can all hunt- uncles and cousins too. Follow my footsteps and I’ll lead you to a beautiful new land filled with wonderful things. Our future lies there. 

1. How would this passage be different if it were told from the first-person point of view?

A. The narrator could describe the thoughts and feelings of Father and other family members

B. The narrator could describe the actions of Father and the other family members 

C. The narrator could describe his own feelings and actions 

D. The narrator could describe the actions of Oldest Son.

2. Which event in the passage is part of the rising action?

A. Oldest Son brings his atlatl with him to hunt alone

B. Oldest Son carries the antelope around his neck back home

C. Oldest son places the dead antelope on the ground

D. Father eats some of the antelope Oldest Son caught

Go On 
3. How are Oldest Son and Father alike?

A. They both are too weak to hunt with other family groups

B. They both wear moccasins made of bison hide

C. They both eat dried meat out of a leather pouch

D. They both plan to eat antelope until they are not hungry 

4. What is the MAIN conflict in the passage? Use details from the passage to support your response.

A. Father was too weak to hunt.

B. Oldest Son can’t go after big animals

C. Herds had become scarce and the family is in danger of starving

D. The family had to split up into smaller family groups, leaving less people to hunt. 

5. Read the following statement

Follow my footsteps, and I’ll lead you to a beautiful new land filled with wonderful things.

Which of the following sentences from the passage BEST supports the idea that Oldest Son had found a new land?

A. “The hunters worked together in their icy, snowy surroundings to catch animals to eat.”

B. “He grasped the hunting tool firmly in his hand.”

C. “Oldest Son’s mother and younger brothers gathered berries and fished a bit, but hunger was a way of life.”

D. “As he walked, he noticed new smells in the air- strong, sweet smells.” 

6. What is the theme of the passage?

A. It takes hard work to survive

B. Living with family can be difficult 

C. The young must care for the sick 

D. Traveling to new places is an adventure. 

Go On 
Read the passage. Then answer the questions that follow.
What Is a Spacesuit?
By David Hitt, NASA

1
A spacesuit is much more than a set of clothes astronauts wear on spacewalks. A fully equipped spacesuit is really a one-person spacecraft. The formal name for the spacesuit used on the space shuttle and International Space Station is the Extravehicular Mobility Unit, or EMU. “Extravehicular” means outside of the vehicle or spacecraft. “Mobility” means that the astronaut can move around in the suit. The spacesuit protects the astronaut from the dangers of being outside in space.

Why do Astronauts Need Spacesuits?

2
Spacesuits help astronauts in several ways. Spacewalking astronauts face a wide variety of temperatures. In Earth orbit, conditions can be as cold as minus 250 degrees Fahrenheit. In the sunlight, they can be as hot as 250 degrees. A spacesuit protects astronauts from those extreme temperatures. 

3
Spacesuits also supply astronauts with oxygen to breathe while they are in the vacuum of space. They contain water to drink during spacewalks. They protect astronauts from being injured from impacts of small bits of space dust. Space dust may not sound very dangerous, but when even a tiny object is moving many times faster than a bullet, it can cause injury. Spacesuits also protect astronauts from radiation in space. The suits even have visors to protect astronauts’ eyes from the bright sunlight. 

What are the Parts of a Spacesuit?
4
The spacesuit consists of several pieces. The Hard Upper Torso covers the astronaut’s chest. The arm assembly covers the arms and connects to the gloves. The helmet and Extravehicular Visor Assembly are designed to protect the astronaut’s head while still allowing him or her to see as much as possible. The Lower Torso Assembly covers the astronaut’s legs and feet. The flexible parts of the suit are made from several layers of material. The layers perform different functions, from keeping oxygen within the spacesuit to protecting from space dust impacts. 

5
Underneath the spacesuit, astronauts wear a Liquid Cooling and Ventilation Garment. Tubes are woven into this tight-fitting piece of clothing that covers the entire body except for the head, hands, and feet. Water flows through these tubes to keep the astronaut cool during the spacewalk.

6
On the back of the spacesuit is a backpack called the Primary Life Support Subsystem. This backpack contains oxygen that astronauts breathe during a spacewalk. It also removes carbon dioxide that astronauts exhale. The backpack also provides electricity for the suit. A fan moves the oxygen through the spacesuit and life support systems, and a water tank holds the cooling water that flows through the Liquid Cooling and Ventilation Garment. 
7
Also attached to the back of the suit is a device called the Simplified Aid for Extravehicular Activity Rescue, or SAFER. SAFER has several small thruster jets. If an astronaut becomes separated from the space station, he or she could use SAFER to fly back.

What Other Spacesuits Have Astronauts Worn?

8
 NASA’s first spacesuits were developed for the Mercury program. Mercury was the first time NASA astronauts flew into space. These simple suits were based on pressure suits worn by U.S. Navy pilots. Astronauts did not go on spacewalks then. The Mercury suits were worn only inside the spacecraft. 

9
 NASA’s first spacewalks took place during the Gemini program. The suits used for Gemini were more advanced than the Mercury suits. But the Gemini suits were simpler than today’s spacesuits. These suits did not contain their own life support. Instead, they connected to life support systems on the Gemini spacecraft with a cord called the umbilical.
10
Spacesuits designed for the Apollo program had to do things the first suits did not. These spacesuits had to protect astronauts walking on the moon. Unlike the other suits, the Apollo suits had boots made to walk on a rocky surface. The Apollo suits also contained a life support system, similar to the Portable Life Support Subsystem on the current suit. Having a life support system on the spacesuit allowed the astronauts to explore away from lunar lander. 

11
Spacesuits similar to the Apollo suits were used on the Skylab space station. Like the Gemini suits, the Skylab suits connected to life support systems on the spacecraft via an umbilical.

What Spacesuits are Worn Today?
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12
In addition to the EMU, NASA astronauts wear other suits today. The advanced Crew Escape Suit is the orange suit that astronauts wear during launch and landing of the space shuttle. This suit cannot be worn during spacewalks. Sometimes, NASA astronauts will wear the Russian Orlan spacesuit. This suit is the Russian version of the EMU and is used for spacewalks. Another Russian suit is the Sokol. Like the Advanced Crew Escape Suit, the Sokol is designed only to be used inside a spacecraft. It is used on the Russian Soyuz spacecraft.

7. Which detail from the passage tells how spacesuits helped astronauts leave their spacecraft to walk on the moon?
A. “These simple suits were based on pressure suits worn by the U.S. Navy Pilots.”

B. “The Mercury suits were worn only inside the spacecraft.”

C. “The Apollo suits also contained a life support system, similar to the Portable Life Support Subsystem on the current suit.”

D. “The Advanced Crew Escape Suit is the orange suit that astronauts wear during launch and landing of the space shuttle. 

8. In paragraph 3, the words “the vacuum of space” tell about a place

A. with no people

B. with no heat

C. with no dust

D. with no air

9. Today’s astronauts primarily need spacesuits so they can

A. look like U.S. Navy pilots

B. safely move around in space

C. stay connected to a spacecraft

D. eat inside a spacecraft

10. In the passage, the word “radiation” refers to
A. something that protects the astronauts from the sun’s rays

B. something that provides fuel for a spacecraft

C. something that is harmful to human health

D. something that is carried in the backpack of a spacesuit

11. Read the following phrase from paragraph 6 of the passage

On the back of the spacesuit is a backpack…

According to this passage, one reason for this backpack is

A. to provide electricity for the spacesuit

B. to contain thruster jets for the spacesuit

C. to store extra food for the astronaut

D. to protect the astronaut from the space dust
12. Astronauts are able to stay cool while spacewalking because
A. a special subsystem removes the carbon dioxide from their spacesuit

B. water flows through tubes in a garment worn under their spacesuit

C. fans in a special device blow air on them

D. several layers of material allows good air flow 
Go On 
Read the article. Then answer the questions that follow.
Paul Jennings: From Slavery to Freedom

By Merea Brown

1
The life of Paul Jennings began in slavery and ended in freedom. Along the way he lived in the White House and was part of the most famous art rescue in American history. He even wrote a book about his life.

2
Paul Jennings’s story begins in Virginia. He was born into slavery at Montpelier, the home of James Madison and his wife, Dolley. In 1809, Mr. Madison became president of the United States. Jennings was about 10 years old. 

3
Madison chose Jennings to be a servant in the president’s mansion. They moved to Washington D.C. together. Jennings found the national capital to be “a dreary place.” It was hot and boring. Men talked about politics all the time. Dolley Madison threw parties, and Jennings worked long hours serving the city’s ladies. 

4
Then, in 1814, everything changed. The United States was at war with Great Britain, and British soldiers were closing in on Washington D.C. With President Madison gone to the front lines, Dolley prepared the White House for evacuation. She collected important papers and other valuables to take with her when she and the staff left the mansion. 
5
One of the valuable items was a giant portrait of George Washington. Washington has been the first president. The capital was named for him. High on the wall in the White House hung a life-sized painting of him completed by the artist Gilbert Stuart. 

6
Dolley grabbed all the silver she could and left the White House just ahead of the British soldiers. On her way out, she instructed Jennings and the other two servants to save the painting of Washington.

7
They would need to act quickly. The painting was too high up to reach normally, so Jennings looked around and found a ladder. While Jennings held the ladder steady, another servant climbed up and carefully took the portrait from the wall. He cracked open the frame and removed the canvas.

8
George Washington was saved! Washington D.C., however, soon swarmed with British soldiers. They were everywhere. In the end, the Americans won the war, and Dolley Madison became a hero for rescuing the famous painting. She later wrote, “I directed my servants in what manner to remove it from the wall, remaining with them until it was done.”
9
Paul Jennings knew the truth. Many years later, he wrote a book about his time in the White House. It was the first book written about life in the president’s house by someone who had lived there.

10
In his book, Jennings explained about the painting and how he served Mr. and Mrs. Madison after they left the White House. When Mr. Madison died in 1836, Jennings was still enslaved. This time Dolley owned him. 

11
In 1847, Jennings was sold to an important politician named Daniel Webster. The two men had a deal: Jennings would work as Webster’s butler, and Webster would free him.

12
So much had already happened to Jennings. He had worked in the White House. He had lived through a war. But now his life started anew. Now he was free. 

13
In 1848, Jennings played a quiet role in a bold plan. Seventy-seven black slaves in Washington D.C. made a plan to escape. Jennings helped one young girl he had known at the Madison’s’ join the group. Sadly, the plot was discovered, and we do not know what happened to the young girl. The police never knew about Jennings’s involvement. 


Jennings married. He had three sons, all of whom joined the army during the Civil War. During the war, in 1863, a magazine asked Jennings to write about his time with James Madison in the White House.

14
Two years later, the article was published as a book. Historians studying James Madison and slavery still read it today. 

15
Paul Jennings died on May 20, 1874. He had lived a long life and knew many important people. None of those people had traveled as far as Jennings, though- all the way from slavery to freedom. 

13. When the author says in paragraph 3 that Washington, D.C., was a “dreary” place, he means that it was

A. exciting

B. crowded

C. uninteresting

D. dangerous

14. Which statement supports the idea that Jennings had an eventful life?

A. “Paul Jennings’s story begins in Virginia.”

B. “When Mr. Madison died in 1836, Jennings was still enslaved.”

C. “In 1848, Jennings played a quiet role in a bold plan.”

D. “None of those people had traveled as far as Jennings though…”
15. Read this quotation by Dolley Madison from paragraph 8 of the article.

“I directed my servants in what manner to remove it from the wall, remaining with them until it was done.”

Why does the author include this information? 

A. to show that Dolley Madison may not have told the truth

B. to explain how to take a picture down from the wall

C. to show what kind of work Jennings did

D. to share Dolley Madison’s writing style

16. Read this line from paragraph 9 of the article.

Paul Jennings knew the truth.

By “truth” the author means

A. the outcome of the Civil War

B. the real story of saving the Washington portrait

C. how James Madison performed as a president

D. How the British captured Washington, D.C. 

17. Paul Jennings’s time in the White House was one of

A. war and freedom

B. writing and family

C. painting and freedom

D. hard work and war

18. According to the article, Jennings accomplished which of the following?

A. throwing many parties at Montpelier

B. painting a portrait of George Washington

C. writing a book about his own life

D. fighting in the Civil War

19. How did Daniel Webster change Paul Jennings’s life? 

A. He asked Jennings to write a book.

B. He helped Jennings become free.

C. He helped Jennings to save the portrait.

D. He discovered a plot to free 77 slaves.

20. Read this sentence from paragraph 13 of the article.

In 1848, Jennings played a quiet role in a bold plan.

Which of the following statements supports the idea that Jennings’s role was quiet?

A. A large number of slaves planned to run away.

B. Jennings helped a young girl join the group

C. The slaves were captured before they could get away.

D. The police never knew that Jennings was involved. 
STOP
